CONFIDENTIAL

Conservation Division
P. O. Box 26124

Albuquerque, lew Mexico 87125

May 7, 1979
Confidential Claim Retracted
Memorandum Authorized by: _i_
To: Area Mining Supervisor, SRMA Date: O/’g’b‘ /3

From: Mining Engineer, SKMA

Subject: Field inspection of open-pit mining operations
at the Jackpile-Paguate Mine, The Anaconda Company,
Laguna Leases 1 and 4, T 10 and 11 N, R 5W, Laguna
Indian Reservation, Valencia Caunty, New Mexico

April 4, 1978, the writer inspected the subject mining operatioms in
the company of Mr. Erwin Green, Manager of Engineering Services for

Anaconda. The purpose of the inspection was the examination of the

active mining areas. The last such inspection was conducted

October 27, 1978.

idning operations in the Jackpile Pit were examined first.

Stripping by both Anaconda and Hamilton Construction, a private
contractor, was almost complete in the HJ-17 and 23 and NJ-27
pushbacks. The overburden from these areas was being placed on the
Horth Dump and backfilléd into the completed NJ-2 and NJ-5 pushbacks.
Upon completion of stripping, Anaconda will commence ore zone mining
in the NJ-17 and 23 and KJ-27 areas, and the stripping operations
will be moved to the NJ-32 pushback to the northeast. Both Anaconda
and Hamilton will strip the NJ~32 and NJ-37 pushbacks. Ore zone
mining by Anaconda was nearing completion in the NJ-24, KJ-28 and
NJ-28 North pushbacks, and these operations will be tramsferred to
the NJ-17 and 23 and NJ-27 areas when that stripping is finisghed.
Hining waste from the NJ-24, NJ-28 and NJ-28 North pushbacks was
being backfilled into the mined out SJ-3 and SJ-12 areas.

At the time of this inspection, five ore stockpiles were active in
the Jackpile Pit. Protore (0.02-0.04%Z U303) was being placed on
stockpile J-14, and low grade material (0.05-0.06Z U30g) was being
stored at the J-17E stockpile. Shipments from J-17E should begin in

the later part of 1979, Stockpiles J-2, J~10 and J-11 were the active

A A

POL-EPA01-0006817



|
|

CONFIDENTIAL

high grade ore stockpiles and were being shipped from regularly.

In the Paguate Pit, ore zone mining in the SP-9 pushback was
completed in March, and the pit bottom was being drilled.for

remnant ore zones. Stripping was underway in the SP-16 pushback

to the southeast, and the overburden from this area was being
backfilled dnto the SP-9 pushback. The SP-20 pushback was 957
complete with the recovery of remnant ore zones in the pit bottom

to be finished in the near future. Mining waste from the SP-20

area was being used for backfill in both the SP-20 and SP~-9 pushbacks.
Drilling was being conducted in the Horth Paguate Pit with both
stripping and ore zone mining scheduled for May-June 1979. These
operations will consist of recovering ore remmnants in the pit bottom
and small ore zpnes in the NP-33, 1P-34 and NP-36 pushbacks.

Seven ore stockplles were active in the Paguate Pit at the tine of
this inspection. Protore was being placed on stockpile SP-1B, and
low grade ore was being stored on the large SP-2C stockpile. Stock-
pilles SP-3C, SP-6 and SP-9 were the active shipping stockpiles with
SP-3C providing the majority of the material shipped. Underground
ore from the P-10 Mlne was being stored in shipping stockpiles U-5
and U-25 which were located between open-~pit stockpiles SP-3C and
Sp-~1C.

During calendar year 1978, the open-pit mining opers&tions by both
Anaconda and Hamilton Construction produced a total of 35,113,972
tons of overburden ore, protore and mining waste. Categorized,
monthly open-pit production is shown on the attached excavation
report, and it should be pointed out that Hamilton averaged more
than 1.5 million tons of overburden per month. January 1579
production was 2,521,140 tons of overburden, 84,287 tons of protore
at 0.03% U30g, 73,371 tons of ore at 0.09% U40g, and 953,388 tons of
mining waste (3,632,186 tons of material total). TFebruary 1979
production increased to 2,909,007 tons of overburden, 82,467 tons of
protore (0.03% U30g), 102,207 tons of ore (0.10% U308) and 588,281
tons of mining waste (3,681,962 tons total). Categorized production
for March 1979 had not yet been compiled, but ore production for
that month decreased to 91,992 tons at 0.11% U30g.

During the inspection, Mr. Green pointed out the reclamation under-
way near the Jackpile Pit where scrapers and bulldozers were slope
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dressing waste dumps X and Y with Tres Hermanos material. Mr.
: Green also noted that there would be two more sessions of waste
! dumping on the south side of Gavilan Mesa. Material from push-
! backs NJ-37 and NJ-45 would slightly increase the size of this
‘ dump and would also be used for slope dressing.

% Dale C. Jomes
Hining Engineer

i cc: Superintendent, Southern Pueblos Agency, BIA
Governor, Pueblo of Laguna

Conservation Manager, Central Region, Denver
Files
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